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Volunteer Teaching in Kenya - A short term volunteering opportu-
nity in Africa on critical community development projects

GVI Volunteers will live and work in the beautiful Shimoni Archipelago, off the coast of the Indian 
Ocean on the border with Tanzania, Africa, a world class location for dolphins as well as other wild-
life. Volunteers will have the opportunity to become involved in local community development pro-
jects, including teaching English as a foreign language and sustainable tourism programmes. Full 
training is provided by GVI’s full time education staff allowing volunteers a hands on and invaluable 
contribution to the development of these warm and welcoming communities. Volunteers can also 
choose to combine this project with other GVI programs in the area including our dolphin research 
project and primate research project.

Översikt

The Government of Kenya has expressed a strong interest in developing local communities along 
this coastline, but lacks the finance and scientific expertise to do so. GVI supports Kenyan organisa-
tions by examining how the local communities affect and utilizes the region’s natural resources. The 
expedition also assists communities in development initiatives, such as on how to use resources in 
a sustainable manner. GVI assists partners in promoting this local framework as the basis for a lar-
ger conservation-research initiative in tropical coastal waters and terrestrial areas around Shimoni. 
Expedition members live and work alongside local researchers, students and staff from the Kenyan 
Wildlife Service.

Through collaboration with local conservation groups, tourist operators, and local villagers, the ex-
pedition combines ecological research with grass-roots conservation efforts. The ultimate aim is the 
self-financing of conservation through regulated ecotourism and resource use. Community interac-
tion via English language and environmental education is central to the success of the expedition, 
alongside the scientific research itself. Expedition members have the opportunity to teach English to 
children and adults, and take Swahili lessons themselves.

The expedition projects include: community development projects around the national parks, redu-
cing community conflict with wildlife, and helping community environmental education programmes, 
including low-literacy TEFL teaching through games, activities, art, etc.

Projektet
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”It is not at all unusual for me to make spontaneous decisions and do crazy things. However leaving 
my cosy life in Sydney to fly to a small island with no electricity or running water probably takes the 
cake… so far.

I arrived in Mombasa on the 8th of February and caught a taxi to Shimoni. GVI had organised the 
cab which is probably a good thing because there is no real way to tell a taxi from any other car. No 
stickers, no money meter, and definitely NO uniform. It was very confronting and eye opening to do 
the 3 hour drive which takes you through Mombasa, Likoni, Diani and some of the Kenyan slums. 
To see groups of small children playing by the side of the dirt roads unattended whilst cars drive a 
million miles an hour past them was very common.

After all the different feelings and emotions had gone through my body I arrived at the very beauti-
ful Shimoni GVI base. Right on the water with a perfect view, cheeky monkeys and adorable bush 
babies, it was the perfect relief at the appropriate time. I made the most of the running water and 
electricity knowing that when I made it to my final destination of Mkwiro I’d be without showers, 
electricity and proper toilets.

Mkwiro was very different to Shimoni, the same amazing view of the water, only everything else 
was a lot more simple and a lot more open. The ‘banda’s (kind of like bush houses) reminded me of 
cubby houses or school camp. Fun, easy, not stuffy.

Everyone was lovely and when I taught my first class at the school it made everything I had felt like 
complaining about disappear and all of a sudden my mind had been opened and I settled in.

The classes range from 20 to 30+ students all of which seem completely unaffected by the fact that 
they are learning in 30+ degree rooms, covered in dirt and dust, that their exercise books are falling 
apart and their text books look like they were made before I was born. All of the students have this 
real want to learn and the determination to overcome any obstacles in their way is written all over 
their faces.”									         Ruby Rose Langenheim

En volontär berättar

Kate lär sig laga 
lokala läckerheter
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Vilken skillnad gör detta projekt?

The GVI Kenya Expedition is making a difference by supporting our partners, including Kenyan 
Wildlife Services, in three focus areas; cetacean research, community development and Terrestrial 
ecology studies. Through education, environmental awareness and current wildlife monitoring stu-
dies, our collaborative work has been building capacity within the communities, assisting them in 
developing sustainable tourism practises and protecting cetacean and primate species within the 
area. Volunteers choosing to join this project will focus on the community development side of the 
program but will ultimately aid all aspects of this long term multi focused program.

Shimoni is a peninsula located next to the Kisite-Mpunguti Marine Protected Area, which lies at 
the tip of the Pemba Channel. With scattered islands covered by coastal forest, mangroves, rocky 
shores, sandy bays and fringed by coral reefs, Shimoni is a tropical haven and divers’ paradise. 
Volunteers may be located at GVI’s main base in Mkwiro on Wasini Island, situated alongside the 
famous Kisite National Marine Park or at our satellite base in Shimoni home to globally important 
coastal forest.

Plats

Integrating deeply with the local community and learning some Swahili, English language teaching 
techniques and an introduction to traditional Swahili culture, relaxing under the African stars; living 
on an African island; having the chance to see dolphins and whales; experiencing the diverse coas-
tal habitats of the Western Indian Ocean and snorkeling coral reefs in search of colourful tropical 
fish, seeing primates and making a real difference to these vital community projects.

Höjdpunkter

Ute i fält

Accommodation is in shared dormitories. Mkwiro base has a large communal banda where volun-
teers can eat, conduct training, plan lessons and relax after their teaching within the local com-
munity; there is limited The base electricity, powered by solar panel and backed up by a generator. 
Volunteers can wash either in the ocean or using bucket-style showers on the base. Shimoni base 
has mains power and showers. You will be living with different volunteer teams either from the GVI 
expedition or from volunteers choosing to work on the dolphin or colobus projects. This is a great 
way to learn more about what GVI does in the area and you will also have the opportunity to stop in 
to see other projects at work. Both bases offer beautiful views of the Wasini channel. Wholesome 
and varied meals will be cooked on a rotational basis.

Förkunskaper
No previous experience is required, but volunteers must be able to work as part of a team, speak 
English fluently, have a strong interest in community development, a sense of adventure and be 
prepared to enjoy Africa in a rustic way. Days are hot and dusty, and volunteers can expect to expe-
rience all the adventures and rigors of Africa on a continual basis. Participants must be enthusiastic, 
adventurous and respectful of their host country’s culture and environment.
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”I always wake up a bit groggy but after breakfast of pancakes, fruit, Kenyan tea and spectacular 
views of the ocean there is no way I can be grumpy for too long. Having planned our lessons the 
night before we headed off for a hectic day of teaching. The first lesson was English, which is 
always such a pleasure to teach as the children never tire of learning. Instead they ask so many 
questions!

After a quick cup of tea and some yummy biscuits made by the guys on camp duty it was back 
to the village for P.E. classes. P.E. is always energetic but so much fun especially when we play 
banana, banana, mango. This must be the most popular game on Wasini Island!

By lunch time everyone is starving and it is always gratefully received. We take a few minutes to 
catch up with the volunteers doing marine and forest project work and then its back to lessons. 
Today was creative arts where we taught the kids how to write poems. They came up with some 
brilliant ones that completely put me to shame. Later in the afternoon we headed off into the village 
to the orphanage. I love walking through the village; everyone rushes over calling your name. I’ve 
been here four weeks and am still struggling with all their names!

The orphanage is always the highlight of my day, just being there reading, talking and drawing with 
the children is so much fun. They are always so happy and excited to see us and the time always 
goes far too fast.

In the evenings we eat dinner as a group, always delicious and there is always a fight for seconds. 
If the people on camp duty are really nice they make flapjacks. That always makes people happy! 
We go through the days debrief, and cover plans for the next day, or discuss weekend plans – with 
so much to do and experience in this part of the world, it requires some careful advance planning!

Most evenings we go over to Paradise next door for a welcome cold drink and time to chat and 
a catch up with everyone. Bed time is always great after a quick look at the beautiful stars and a 
cuddle from Charlie the base cat. I can’t wait to crawl into my bed and although it sounds cheesy, I 
can’t wait for the next day to begin.”						      Jessica Eddison

Livet på projektet
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Foton från projektet

För startdatum, priser och  
bokning, se 

www.blueberry.nu


